
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

If anyone wishes to receive their Newsletter via email, please forward 
us your email address to ololgrotto@gmail.com or otherwise we will 
continue to post out the letter. 

Donations for masses are sent regularly to the Capuchins and Divine 
Word Missionaries for members and deceased members of the Society.  

The Rosary is recited every Monday & Friday at 10.00 am  

PLEASE NOTE each month first Friday Mass is celebrated at 
10.30 am.  

The next Mass and Blessing of the Sick will take place on Sunday 
13 February 2022 Bishop Peter Ingham, Emeritus Bishop of Wollon-
gong will be the Principal Celebrant. 

Devotions will begin with recitation of the Rosary at 2.30 pm followed by 
Mass at 3.00 pm then the Blessing of the Sick.  In case of rain, the Mass 
and Blessing of the Sick will be held in the church. 

PLEASE NOTE:   DISABLED PARKING will be limited to the main drive 
entrance to the Grotto.  Parking is also available in the surrounding streets and 
Council car park. 

  

NEWS FROM THE GROTTO 

 

Due to the lockdown in July 2021, the Annual AGM was held on 
the 3rd December 2021 

 

Fr Ron Maree chaired the AGM which was well attended. 
The Committee Members attending the meeting were: 
Garry Harker, Habib Karouz, Barbara & Rudi Martin, Kathy Dou-
mit, Mary Houterman, Paulette Mardini, Tricia Anderson and    
Theresa Sleiman. 
The Council members were elected as follows: 
Mary Houterman—Chair/Treasurer 
Paulette Mardini—Secretary 
Theresa Sleiman—Administration Assistant 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Plato, the ancient philosopher from Greece, suggested that goodness 
is diffusive and this idea has been taken up by many Christian 
thinkers. Plato explains that it is in the very nature of goodness for 
goodness to be shared, poured out and expanded. Goodness has an 
energy and a drive in itself for it to be shared. 

 
In the Advent season we had the opportunity to reflect on Our 
Lady’s significant place in the Incarnation of Christ. On the fourth 
Sunday of Advent we reflected in our Gospel on her visitation to her 
cousin Elizabeth. In the story of the visitation we see that Mary is 
not only the bearer of Christ but she is the sharer of Christ. The 
Divine Goodness that she has received and carries cannot be 
contained or remain hidden but must be shared. Our Lady travels 
with youthful energy in haste to her cousin to share with her the 
Divine Goodness she has received.  

 
Our Blessed Mother’s vocation as bearer and sharer of Christ did not 
end when she gave birth to Christ. It did not end when He could 
walk himself and take Himself places. Her sharing of Christ did not 
end when He matured as an adult and left His home for His years of 
ministry. Her vocation of sharing Divine Goodness continues even 
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now in heaven. Our Lady, Mother of the Church continues to visit 
us and with her she brings the goodness, grace, blessings and peace 
of her Son. At the heart of all our different devotions to Mary is her 
vocation of sharing Christ with us. All our different ways of praying 
to her, honouring her and walking with her are different ways of her 
sharing Christ with us. 
 
We rejoice this new year in Our Lady’s motherhood of Christ and of 
the Church and we pray that she may share Him with us throughout 
2022. 

 Rev Fr Ronnie Maree 

 

The Grotto invites us to make an act of 
trust or consecration towards the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

“Mary was able to turn a stable into a 
home for Jesus, with poor swaddling 
clothes and an abundance of love. She is 
the handmaid of the Father who sings his 
praises. She is the friend who is ever 
concerned that wine should not be lacking 
in our lives. She is the woman whose 
heart was pierced by a sword and who 
understands all our pain. As mother of all, 
she is a sign of hope for peoples suffering 
the birth pangs of justice. She is the 
missionary who draws near to us and 
accompanies us throughout life, opening 
our hearts to faith by her maternal love.”  

(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium n°286)  

The Grotto  invites us to open our hearts for an exchange with Mary. 
After making a beautiful sign of the Cross, let us say with true affection, 
“Hail Mary…”. 

When Mary asks Bernadette to come to the Grotto for fifteen days, she 
actually invites her to open her heart. May we have the grace, like 
Bernadette, to feel “looked at like a person”. 

 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
 

Oh ever Immaculate Virgin, 
Mother of Mercy, Healer of the 
Sick, Refuge of Sinners,         
Comforter of the Afflicted, you 
know my wants, my troubles, my 
sufferings. Look upon me with 
mercy. When you appeared in the 
grotto of Lourdes, you made it a 
privileged sanctuary where you 
dispense your favours, and where 
many sufferers have obtained the 
cure of their infirmities, both   
spiritual and corporal. 
 

I come, therefore, with unbounded 
confidence to implore your       
maternal intercession. My loving 
Mother, obtain my request. I will 
try to imitate your virtues, that I 
may one day share your glory. 
 
Amen.  

 

 

The past year has been a 
difficult one for a lot of 
people.The pandemic has 
caused much pain and   
suffering to this world. As 
Christians, it is our respon-
sibility to look out for each 
other and pray for each 
other in times of trouble. 
The world is still a broken 
place where children are 
dying of hunger; people are 
perishing in sin and       
disease.  

 

https://thegracefulchapter.com/prayer-against-coronavirus/

