
 

After not being able to celebrate the Mass and Blessing last year,  it 
was our pleasure to have Bishop Richard Umbers officiate the February 
Mass and Blessing.  Even when the downpour of rain came as the Ro-
sary was about to be recited, we had a good attendance at this event. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

If anyone wishes to receive their Newsletter via email, please forward us your 
email address to ololgrotto.@gmail.com or otherwise we will continue to post 
out the letter. 

Donations for masses are sent regularly to the Capuchins and Divine Word 
Missionaries for members and deceased members of the Society.  

The Rosary is recited every Monday & Friday at 10.00am  

PLEASE NOTE each month fir st Fr iday Mass is celebrated at 10.30 am.  

The next Mass and Blessing of the Sick will take place on Sunday 
10 October 2021  The Reverend Brian Lucas will be 
the Principal Celebrant. 

Devotions will begin with recitation of the Rosary at 2.30 pm followed by 
Mass at 3.00 pm then the Blessing of the Sick.  In case of rain, the Blessing 
will be held in the church. 

PLEASE NOTE:   DISABLED PARKING will be limited to the main 
drive entrance to the Grotto.  Parking is also available in the surrounding 
streets and Council car park. 

  

 

NEWS FROM THE GROTTO 

 

It has been wonderful to see our Pilgrims are coming back to visit Our 
Lady at the Grotto, let us pray that this pandemic will be over soon.   
The Grotto is now open 24 hours unless there is another outbreak. 
 
We are also in desperate need for a handyman to do small odd jobs 
and keep the Grotto and its surrounds clean and tidy.  Contact us on 
97559 2171. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday, 3rd July 

2021, following the First Friday Mass at 10.30 am. 

 
 

 

The Society of Our 
Lady of Lourdes 

Newsletter No 63 May2021 

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST 
 
In announcing a year dedicated to Saint Joseph, the Holy Father has granted us a great 
gift of getting to know Saint Joseph in a deeper way and the chance to take a closer look 
at his virtues and how we can imitate them. A great way of achieving all of this is to look 
at the relationship between our Blessed Mother and her husband. 
 

Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. How many thousands of times we 
have prayed these words!! They express our desire to for our relationship with Mary. We 
ask for her love, presence and prayers now, in whatever situation we find ourselves and 
we express our hope that she continue this love and presence right until the moment we 
take our last breath. As we pray this line in the Hail Mary we pray that we may live and 
die in our relationship with Mary.  
 

Saint Joseph shared this hope of ours and in his own unique way he lived and died in his 
relationship with Mary. As her husband he loved her with a chaste married love all 
through their lives. In his loyalty, faithfulness, strength and hard work he served and 
honoured Mary. It is beautiful to imagine how their hearts would have belonged to each 
other and how, as a result of their virtue and love, they would have found such joy, 
solace and support in each other through all of life’s events. 
 
With this relationship as strong as ever, Saint Joseph had the great gift of dying as he 
lived. As Patron of Happy Death we contemplate him dying in the arms of Mary and 
Jesus and how that solace and support that he and our Blessed Mother provided to each 
other continued in his final moments when it was most needed.  
 

Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Whilst Joseph lived these words in 
his own unique way as the husband of Mary, he stands as the model and realisation of 
our hope to live our own relationship with our Mother until our final breath. We pray that 
as we continue to contemplate the sanctity of Saint Joseph this year we may also be given 
the grace to imitate his sanctity and Mary as our constant companion.  
 

GROTTO & CENTRE 
(located Off St James Ave 
at rear of the Catholic                      
Church, Earlwood, NSW.)
EARLWOOD NSW  2206           
Tel: (02) 9559 2171 

All correspondence to: 
INFORMATION CENTRE 
P.O.Box 382 
EARLWOOD  NSW 2206 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OUR EMAIL ADDRESS 
TO 

ololgrotto@gmail.com  



 
Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us. 
 

Patron of the dying, pray for us. 

Rev Fr Ronnie Maree 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Society has around 1000 members, comprising both Life Members 
and Ordinary Members. To cater for the needs of the members, the 
Information Centre was built in the grounds of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish, Earlwood. Each week many visitors come to the Grotto and the 
Information Centre as well as its shop. 
 
The Centre is staffed by volunteer workers from 9am – 1pm on Monday 
& Friday, who: 

 Set up and keep up to date records of members (on computer and 
cards) 

 Keep the Society’s financial records (on computer) 
 Deal with the correspondence to and from members and others, 
 Arrange the Mass and Blessing of the Sick (twice a year February 

and October) 
 Distribute Lourdes water as requested.  
 Recite the Rosary every Monday & Friday at 10am in the Grotto 
 Organise First Friday Mass each month at 10.30am 

If you have ever visited the Society’s Information Centre, you may have 
noticed that the usual volunteers working there are elderly retirees that 
have been doing this work for many years.  It should be noted that we are 
not having trouble coping with the work at present, but prudence suggests 
that we should be preparing for the time when the current volunteers 
decide to call it a day.  When that time comes, we hope to have organised 
for an orderly hand-over so that the Society will continue to run smoothly.  
With this in mind, we would like to hear from Members, retirees or 
otherwise, who have a strong devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes and who 
may be interested and have some Office, Accounting or Computer skills.  
Please contact the Information Centre on (02) 9557 2171. 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day has been celebrated in 
Australia on the Second Sunday of May since 1924.  But, Catholics have 
been celebrating a sort of mother’s day since the first few centuries of the 
Church.  The fourth Sunday of Lent, or Laeetare Sunday, traditionally was 
a time to return to your mother church and leave an offering. 
 
Those who practised this custom were said to have gone “a-mothering”, and 
soon it became known as “Mothering Sunday.” As the popularity of 
“Mothering Sunday” grew, it became a day when domestic servants were 
given leave to be with their families. The day became one of the few times 
a year where a grown family could gather, as working families often had 
conflicting schedules.  
 
In Catholic tradition, the month of May is dedicated to Mary. Chosen by 
God above all other women, Mary’s faith and obedience paved the way for 
the Incarnation. Her example teaches us faith, obedience, humility and most 
of all, how to love.  

We are privileged we are able to reopen the Grotto gates all the time, after Covid 
which enables worship to resume as normal.  The Italian community were able to 
enact the Stations of Cross on Good Friday as has been the practice in previous 
years.  May God Bless them. 

“From Mary we learn to surrender to God’s will in all things. 

From Mary we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone. 

From Mary we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son of God.” 

ST POPE JOHN PAUL II 

 


