
commandments lives in God and God lives in him. We 
know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given 
us. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Lk 2:41-52 
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to 
Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. When he was 
twelve years old, they went up for the feast as usual. 
When they were on their way home after the feast, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his 
parents knowing it. They assumed he was with the 
caravan, and it was only after a day’s journey that they 
went to look for him among their relations and 
acquaintances. When they failed to find him they went 
back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 
Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting 
among the doctors, listening to them, and asking them 
questions; and all those who heard him were 
astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They 
were overcome when they saw him, and his mother 
said to him, ‘My child, why have you done this to us? 
See how worried your father and I have been, looking 
for you.’ ‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. 
‘Did you not know that I must be busy with my Father’s 
affairs?’ But they did not understand what he meant. 
He then went down with them and came to Nazareth 
and lived under their authority. His mother stored up all 
these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and men. 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us. 
 

 

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for the Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.
(ICEL). All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the 

publishers. The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. © 2012 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd All use must be in 

accordance with your user licensing agreement. 

Next week The Epiphany of the Lord Yr C 
Readings: 1st: Is 60: 1-6  Psalm: Ps 71;   
2nd: Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Gospel: Mt 2: 4-12, 

Margarita Cutrupi 
Society of Our Lady of Lourdes:  Ph: 9559 2171 (Mon & Fri 9am to 1pm)

Family Drug Support 
This is a caring non-religious organization 
which provided non-judgmental,  
non-directive support and information to 

families and friends of drug users across Australia.  Tele-
phone Support Line 24hrs/7day a week: 1300 368 186. 
Please see brochures in the Church foyer. 
 

Catholic Weekly 
This week’ edition is 
excellent. Some great 
stories: 

 Amazing Christian Art of Daniel Mitsui 

 The Hand of Faith Gold Nugget 

 The Snow Goose – Fr Paul Glynn SM 
 

Parish Website 
Remember to check the Parish Website 
www.lourdesparish.com.au for news & 
updates.  Note that all past Parish Bulle-
tins are stored here, so if you needed to 

refer to any items from the past you could. 
 

Healing Fire from Frozen Earth 
A book of the documented Healings at 
Lourdes, written by Fr Paul Glynn SM, 
available at St Bernadette’s for only $5.  
All proceeds go to the Marist Missions 
in the Philippines for the medical needs 
of the poor.  Ring 0414 851 143 for a copy. 

A Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with 
a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the  
police. Alternatively, you can contact the  

Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquir-

ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide  

support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10. R. v.5 
(R.)  How happy they who dwell in your house, O Lord.  
 

How lovely is your dwelling place,  
Lord, God of hosts. 
My soul is longing and yearning, 
is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
to God, the living God. (R.) 
 

They are happy, who dwell in your house,  
for ever singing your praise. 
They are happy, whose strength is in you; 
they walk with ever growing strength. (R.) 
 

O Lord, God of hosts, hear my prayer,  
gave ear, O God of Jacob.  
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
look on the face of your anointed. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by 
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we 
are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people, 
we are already the children of God but what we are to be 
in the future has not yet been revealed, all we know is, 
that when it is revealed we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is. My dear 
people, if we cannot be condemned by our own 
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him, we shall receive, because we 
keep his commandments and live the kind of life that he 
wants. His commandments are these: that we believe in 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one 
another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his 

Entrance Antiphon 
The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant  
 lying in a manger. 
 

First Reading  1 Sm 1:20-22. 24-28 
Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and 
called him Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord 
for him.’ When a year had gone by, the husband 
Elkanah went up again with all his family to offer the 
annual sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his vow. 
Hannah, however, did not go up, having said to her 
husband, ‘Not before the child is weaned. Then I will 
bring him and present him before the Lord and he 
shall stay there for ever.’ When she had weaned 
him, she took him up with her together with a three-
year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, 
and she brought him to the temple of the Lord at 
Shiloh; and the child was with them. They 
slaughtered the bull, and the child’s mother came to 
Eli. She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my 
lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you, 
praying to the Lord. This is the child I prayed for, 
and the Lord granted me what I asked him. Now I 
make him over to the Lord for the whole of his life. 
He is made over to the Lord.’ There she left him, for 
the Lord. 
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Rosary Statue 
Amalia Touma 0411 821 475 
 

Grotto Rosary 
Rosary every Mon & Fri at Grotto at 10am. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Rosary 
Please join us for Holy Hour on Fridays  
6:30-7:30pm at Our Lady’s Church. “Watch and pray 
so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is 

willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Mt. 26:41)  
 

Cantors Wanted 
We are looking for new Singers  If 
you enjoy  singing at Mass, why 
don’t you come along and join us?  If you are 
interested, please ring the Parish Secretary on 
95581254 or contact one of the musicians/singers . 

 

St Vincent De Paul Thank You 
Lourdes Parishioners: May we, on behalf of those 

whom we are privileged to assist, thank you each an every 
one of you for your generosity in responding to the Annual St 
Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal. We are fortunate 
in being able to provide for the needs in our district and still 
have more than adequate for clients in surrounding areas.   
Let me thank you sincerely. In conjunction with Our Lady of 
Lourdes Primary School and the magnificent response to the 
SVDP Christmas Appeal (cash), and your generosity with the 
Hampers we are deeply grateful.      
Michael Price,  Pres Earlwood/Clemton Prrk SVDP Conference. 
 

COVID Rules 
Churches can have unlimited 
numbers, BUT masks, while not 
being mandatory, are recommended to be 
worn.  QR Code Check in still needed.  If no 
QR Code, Sign on Sheet must be completed.  
Bookings at the Parish Office no longer need 
to be made.. 

 

New Year’s Day Mass 
Sat 1st Jan 2022 (New Year’s 
Day) while no longer a Holy Day 
of Obligation is nevertheless a 

lovely day to attend Mass. It is the Feast of the 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God but also the Vigil for 
the Feast of the Epiphany.  Mass times will be:  
St Bernadette’s     9.00am & 6.30pm 
OLOL Earlwood:   9.30am, 10.45am(Italian),     
             5.00pm 

More Christmas Lights 
Once again there are some lovely 
homes with beautiful Christmas Lights 

around our district – one of the best displays is at 44 
Main St, home of Louie & Anna Arrivolo. 
 

Christmas Offerings 
Thank you for your generosity 
towards Christmas Offerings.  
Envelopes are still available on the 
table at the Church Door, if you missed out. 
 

Children’s Calendar 2022 
The St Bernadette’s Sunday School 
Children have prepared a beautiful 
Calendar for 2022 with original 
drawings on a theme of “Thank you 

God for: …..”  Calendars can be purchased for $5 at the 
Church Door after Mass, with all proceeds going to St 
Therese’s Orphanage Maubara, East Timor.  Special 
Thanks to Rosie Cullinane who coordinated the Project & 
designed the cover.  Thanks also to the Parish Office for 
printing support. 
 

Columban Calendars 
Still Available Columban Calendars for 2022 @$8 
each – 100 year edition – a collector’s item. 
 

Thank you 
As the year draws to a close we 
take this opportunity to thank all the 
parishioners who serve our Parish 
in any way: Readers, Ministers of 
the Eucharist, Acolytes, Wardens, Greeters, Altar 
Society, St Vincent de Paul, Catechists, Banner 
makers, Church Cleaners, Gardeners & Lawn 
Mowers, Groundsman, Sacristans, Altar Servers, 
Musicians & Singers, Powerpoint Projectionists, 
Laundry, etc etc.  May God bless you all. 
 

Thank You 
Special thanks to Pascal Xavier who, 
following in the footsteps of St Joseph 
the Carpenter, made the Wooden 
Stable for the Crib at St Bernadette’s . 

 

Songs of Praise 
Each Sunday 11.30am – 12 noon ABC TV screens ‘Songs 
of Praise’ from around the world. At this time of year, there is 
some beautiful Advent & Christmas Music included. 

 

Wishing all Parishioners & Friends 
a Happy New Year 

May God continue to bless you all in 2022. 

Please pray for the following: 
Rec Deceased:  Jennifer Melville (13/12), Sunny Alemdraz, 
Mary Keane (3/10), Manuel Gonçalves. 
Anniversaries  Beresford D’Rosario (1st, 20/12), Irene Duarte 
(7th, 19/12), Brian Davies (6th, 15/12). 
Also:   Tony Gabriele, Peter Etheridge, John Furey, Carol, 
Clarice, Francis & Ada Dalley, Mary  & Lyndsay & Mary & Dale 
Keane, Jessie & Raymond Punt, Mary Ryan, Fred De Saxe, 
Bill Walsh, Brian Sully , Victor Maxwell, David Cochrane, Jim 
O’Neill, Mary O’Farrell, Jay Prendergast, Rita McMahon, Pat 
Daly, Margaret O’Sullivan, Jordão Nòbrega Franco, Fr Colin 
Mason, Molly Wadick, Antonio Camara, James, Lesley & 
Michael Dalley, Carlo & Riina Manfredotti, Ludovica, Maria & 
Enrico Angelosanto, Silvio, Antonio, Ida, Lorenza & Maria 
Biancone, Vincenzo Zaccardelli Marcus Manning, Melanie 
Munro,  Jacinta Anthony, Valentino Joseph, Brian Davies, 
Delores Barakat, Rocco Vartuli, Gesualdo Nigro, Lucrezia 
Bencivenga, Doreen Quinn, Annette Gatto, Derek Gilbert, 
Babs & Terry Rodrigues, Monica Brewer, Gillian Sofatzis, 
Pierino, Pasquale & Roberto Stanghieri, , Mary & Karam 
Elkhouri, David Staunton, Regina & Katharina Liebig, Carmel 
Henwood, Sebastiano Salvato, Manuel De Nobrega, Carlo 
Favorito, Celie Channon, Dorothy Price, Joan Ashton, 
Giovanni & Maria Corrente, Giacomo Rosanella,  Athol Cullen, 
Corrado Ardizzi, Sinacori & Salvato families, Spinola family, 
Michael & Flora Vartuli, Tony Miller & Maria Fung, Helen & 
Frederick Seeto, Joy Hockings, Anthony & Therese Bonnici, 
Joseph Sparrow, Lucy Elizabeth Sparrow, Christine Margaret 
Mary Sparrow, Edward Sparrow, John Sparrow, Pat & Lex 
Yule, Lillian Weaver, Ruth Yule, O’Callaghan Family, Frank & 
Kathleen O’ Donoghue,  Nora & Joseph Collins, Andrea Canu, 
Domenico Antonio Mazzù, Sebastiana (Nella) & Francesco Di 
Stefano, Holy Souls.   May they rest in Peace. 
Special Intentions: Sanjogta Sabharwal Blessings. 
Sick:   John Dwyer, De Giovanni family member, Jye Hope, 
Colin McKinnon, Marie Willats, Diane Nelson, Jackson, 
George Latu, Anna To, Antoine Fabien, Stan Savellis, 
Marianne Samia, Filippa Stillone, Lea Nigro, Anna Emmi, 
Pasquale Carbone, Alf & Joyce Cutuli, Alfonso Costantini, 
John Joseph Touma, Michelle Mordocco, Thomas Hunter, 
Colin McKinnon, Peter Dalley, Mary (Penny) & Max 
Houterman, John Shanahan, Fred & Doris Mordocco, Shirley 
Rait, Maria Camara, Maria Robson, Dick & Judy Poole, Kiani & 
Tasha, Emilio Canteli, Joseph, Mercedes & Teresa Artigas, 
Carlos Vivero, family & friends Artigas & Canteli families, Jess 
Harrison, Lenny Parisi, Kiani & Malik Hage, Salvatore D’Amico, 
Sarah Maria Robin, Domenico Guarnieri , Marina Beeby, 
Rosina Cimino, Melanie Reardon, John Kellert, John O’Neill,  
Maria Amorin,  Mark & Joe Borg, Maureen Nuttal, Johanna 
Banaghan, Trent, Rosa Maria Santos, Nicole Camara, Sr 
Catherine Carroll, Val Crawford, June Lynch, Ida Gilio, Patsy 
O’Connor, Gladys Richardson, Baby Sebastian Valens, Mary 
Carroll, Steve Channon, Betty McGee 

1914 Christmas Truce 
In this Centenary Year of 
the Battles of Western 
Front we remember that 
on Christmas Day, 1914, 

during the First World War temporary truces occurred 
all along the Western Front.  The truce began on 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 1914, when German 
troops began decorating the area around their trench-
es in the region of Ypres, Belgium, for Christmas.  
They began by placing candles on trees, then contin-
ued the celebration by singing Christmas carols, 
namely Stille Nacht (Silent Night).  The British troops 
in the trenches across from them responded by sing-
ing English carols. The two sides continued by shout-
ing Christmas greetings to each other.  Soon thereaf-
ter, there were calls for visits across the "No Man's 
Land" where small gifts were exchanged — whisky, 
cigars, and the like.  The artillery in the region fell 
silent that night.  The truce also allowed a breathing 
spell where recently-fallen soldiers could be brought 
back behind their lines by burial parties.  The truce 
occurred in spite of opposition at higher levels of the 
military.  Earlier in the autumn, a call by Pope Benedict 
XV for an official truce between the warring govern-
ments had been ignored.  If the men had been free to 
obey their own wish for friendship and peace and the 
truce had not ended when Christmas was over, the 
lives of nearly 9 million men would have been saved. 
 

The Spider’s Web 
When Joseph and Mary and Jesus 
were on their way to Egypt, the 
story runs, as evening came they 
were weary, and they sought refuge 
in a cave.  It was cold, so cold that 
the ground was white with frost.   
A little spider saw the baby Jesus, 
and he wished so much that he could do something for 
him to keep him warm in the cold night.  So he decided 
to spin his web across the entrance of the cave, to 
make, as it were, a curtain.  Along the path came a 
detachment of Herod’s soldiers, seeking children to kill 
carrying out Herod’s orders.  When they came to the 
cave they noticed the spider’s web across the 
entrance, which by this time was covered in frost and 
so they thought that no one could be hiding inside 
because the web was unbroken.  So the soldiers 
passed on and left the Holy Family in peace inside the 
cave.  That is why we put tinsel on Christmas trees – 
the glittering tinsel streamers stand for the spider’s 
web white with frost. 


