
Communion Antiphon 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called Emmanuel. 
 

Lights of Christmas 
Celebrate the 12th Anniversary of the 
Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s 
Cathedral.  A wonderful free community 

event from Thurs 9 Dec to Dec 25 each night 8.30pm-11pm, 
preceded by performing choirs at 7.30pm. 
 

The Candy Cane Story 
A candymaker wanted to make a candy 
that would remind people of the true 
meaning of Christmas; so he made the 
candy cane to incorporate several symbols for the 
birth, ministry, and death of Jesus Christ.  He began 
with a stick of pure white, hard candy.  White to 
symbolize the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of 
Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the 
foundation of the Church, and the firmness of the 
promises of God.  He then shaped his cane into the 
form of a "J" to represent the name of Jesus.  If the 
candy is held upright it also represents the staff of the 
"Good Shepherd".  Then the candymaker stained it 
with red stripes.  He used three small stripes to show 
the stripes of the scourging Jesus received.  The large 
red stripe was for the blood shed by Christ on the cross 
so that we could have the promise of eternal life. 
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Next week The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Yr C 
Readings: 1st: 1Sam 1: 20-22, 24-28  Psalm: Ps 83;   
2nd: 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Gospel: Lk 2: 41-52, 

Margarita Cutrupi 
Society of Our Lady of Lourdes:  Ph: 9559 2171 (Mon & Fri 9am to 1pm)

Family Drug Support 
This is a caring non-religious organization 
which provided non-judgmental,  
non-directive support and information to 
families and friends of drug users across Australia.  Tele-
phone Support Line 24hrs/7day a week: 1300 368 186. 
Please see brochures in the Church foyer. 
 

Catholic Mission –  give a gift of love 
With Christmas fast approaching, 
Catholic Mission launched its exciting 
new online gift catalogue—Life-
Giving Gifts—with a selection of gifts 

that will benefit those who need it most.  Each of the gifts 
have been chosen specifically because Catholic Mission 
supports these projects in over 160 countries around the 
world.  Those who choose to give a life-giving gift this 
Christmas will have the opportunity to send an e-card to 
their loved ones or to receive a printed card, with the card 
portraying a photo of the gifts that have been selected.  To 
view the gift catalogue and to purchase a life-giving gift, 
please visit: www.catholicmission.org.au 
 

Aid to the Church in Need Australia 
‘That Catholic Shop’ stocks a great supply of Christmas 
items to decorate your house or to gift to 
family and friends. The proceeds of your 
purchases go to support persecuted and 
suffering Christians throughout the world! 
Visit: www.thatcatholicshop.com/christmas.   

A Message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with 
a crime are the police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the  
police. Alternatively, you can contact the  

Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquir-

ies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak 
to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide  

support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Scottish poet John Bell expresses our Advent 
Season this way:  

'Light looked down and saw the darkness. 
"I will go there", said light. 

Peace looked down and saw war.  
"I will go there", said peace. 

Love looked down and saw hatred.  
"I will go there", said love.  

So he,  
the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, 

the King of Love, 

Second Reading  Heb 10:5-10 
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You 
who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for 
me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for 
sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of 
the book, ‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’ 
Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law 
lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the 
sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the 
sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and 
then he says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. 
He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the 
second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the 
offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord: 
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Lk 1:39-45 
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
And let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
Let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

First Reading  Mi 5:1-4 
The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the 
least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born 
for me the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin 
goes back to the distant past, to the days of old. The 
Lord is therefore going to abandon them till the time 
when she who is to give birth gives birth. Then the 
remnant of his brothers will come back to the sons 
of Israel. He will stand and feed his flock with the 
power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of 
his God. They will live secure, for from then on he 
will extend his power to the ends of the land. He 
himself will be peace. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4 
(R.)  Lord, make us turn to you; 

let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 

O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
O Lord, come to our help. (R.) 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.) 
 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,  
the man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.) 
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Rosary Statue 
Janet Emmi 9558 1614 
 

Grotto Rosary 
Rosary every Mon & Fri at Grotto at 10am. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration & Holy Rosary 
Please join us for Holy Hour on Fridays  
6:30-7:30pm at Our Lady’s Church. “Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation.  The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” (Mt. 26:41)  

 

Cantors Wanted 
We are looking for new Singers 
Vigil  Masses.  If you enjoy  singing 
at Mass, why don’t you come along and join us?  If 
you are interested, please ring the Parish Secretary 
on 95581254 or contact one of the musicians/singers . 

 

COVID-19 Update 
15th December2021 reached 
On this date COVID rules have been relaxed 

in NSW, which for Churches means that the 2 sq m rule no 
longer has to be applied, so that Churches can have 
unlimited numbers, and masks are no longer mandatory 
but recommended.  QR Code Check in still needed.  If no 
QR Code, Sign on Sheet must be completed.  Bookings 
at the Parish Office no longer need to be made. 
 

Advent Wreath 
Today we light the fourth and last candle 
of the Advent Wreath.  This candle 
represents us.  It is a sign that Christmas 
is upon us and each one of us needs to 
open our hearts to receive Jesus as he comes. 
 

Advent Booklets 

All Advent Booklets ‘Blessed’, produced by the 
Diocese of Wollongong, have been distributed.  
Great preparation for Christmas. Hope you are 
enjoying them. 

 

New Year’s Day Mass 
Sat 1st Jan 2022 (New Year’s Day) is a lovely day to 
attend Mass. It is the Feast of the Solemnity of Mary 
Mother of God but also the Vigil for the Feast of the 
Epiphany.  Mass times will be:  
St Bernadette’s: 9.00am & 6.30pm 
OLOL Earlwood: 9.30am & 5.00pm 

Happy Birthday Holy Father 

Pope Francis celebrated his 85th birthday on17th December. 

 Christmas Hampers Thanks 
THANKS to all who brought their Christmas 

Hampers back last weekend. Special thanks to our local St 
Vincent de Paul Conference, who have been delivering 
them, either directly to homes in our own local Area or to 
other St Vincent de Paul Conferences, who will deliver them 
in their areas.  It has been a superb effort by all.  We pray that 
the families who receive these hampers will be greatly 
blessed by your goodness. 
 

More Christmas Lights 
Once again there are some lovely homes 
with beautiful Christmas Lights around our 
district – one of the best displays is at  73 Guedecourt Ave 
(home of the Abihanna family- parishioners).  Also see  
24 Marcella St home of parishioners Pauline & Terry Fenech. 
 

Calendars and Christmas Cards 
Still Available St Vincent de Paul Christmas Cards @ 
$5 per pack and Columban Calendars for 2022 @$8 
each. 

Christmas Mass Times 
Fri 24th Dec (Christmas Eve): 

Earlwood:  5.00pm Vigil 
Clemton Park: 6.00pm Vigil 

Sat 25th Dec (Christmas Day): 
Clemton Park: 8.00am 

Earlwood:  9.30am & 10.45am (Italian) 
NO VIGIL MASSES 

Sun 26th Dec (Boxing Day): 
Clemton Park: 8.00am 

Earlwood:  9.30am & 10.45am (Italian) 
Please ring the Parish Office  as 

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. 

Please pray for the following: 
Rec Deceased:  Sunny Alemdraz, Mary 
Keane (3/10), Manuel Gonçalves. 
Anniversaries  Beresford D’Rosario (1st, 
20/12), Irene Duarte (7th, 19/12), Brian 
Davies (6th, 15/12), Lupo & Nicolina 
Cicchieello (11/12). 
Also:   Sybil D’Rosario (B’day, 13/12), John & Agnes 
McCarthy, Alan & Thelma Lenon, Margaret O’Sullivan, 
Jordão Nòbrega Franco, Fr Colin Mason, Molly Wadick, 
Antonio Camara, James, Lesley & Michael Dalley, Carlo & 
Riina Manfredotti, Ludovica, Maria & Enrico Angelosanto, 
Silvio, Antonio, Ida, Lorenza & Maria Biancone, Vincenzo 
Zaccardelli Marcus Manning, Melanie Munro,  Jacinta 
Anthony, Valentino Joseph, Brian Davies, Delores Barakat, 
Rocco Vartuli, Gesualdo Nigro, Lucrezia Bencivenga, Doreen 
Quinn, Annette Gatto, Derek Gilbert, Babs & Terry Rodrigues, 
Monica Brewer, Gillian Sofatzis, Pierino, Pasquale & Roberto 
Stanghieri, , Mary & Karam Elkhouri, David Staunton, Regina 
& Katharina Liebig, Carmel Henwood, Sebastiano Salvato, 
Manuel De Nobrega, Carlo Favorito, Celie Channon, Dorothy 
Price, Joan Ashton, Giovanni & Maria Corrente, Giacomo 
Rosanella,  Athol Cullen, Corrado Ardizzi, Sinacori & Salvato 
families, Spinola family, Michael & Flora Vartuli, Tony Miller & 
Maria Fung, Helen & Frederick Seeto, Joy Hockings, Anthony 
& Therese Bonnici, Joseph Sparrow, Lucy Elizabeth 
Sparrow, Christine Margaret Mary Sparrow, Edward 
Sparrow, John Sparrow, Pat & Lex Yule, Lillian Weaver, Ruth 
Yule, O’Callaghan Family, Frank & Kathleen O’ Donoghue,  
Nora & Joseph Collins, Andrea Canu, Domenico Antonio 
Mazzù, Sebastiana (Nella) & Francesco Di Stefano, Holy 
Souls.   May they rest in Peace. 
Special Intentions: Sanjogta Sabharwal Blessings. 
Sick:   Nancy Purrazzo, John Dwyer, De Giovanni family 
member, Jye Hope, Colin McKinnon, Marie Willats, Diane 
Nelson, Jackson, George Latu, Anna To, Antoine Fabien, 
Stan Savellis, Marianne Samia, Filippa Stillone, Lea Nigro, 
Anna Emmi, Pasquale Carbone, Alf & Joyce Cutuli, Alfonso 
Costantini, John Joseph Touma, Michelle Mordocco, Thomas 
Hunter, Colin McKinnon, Peter Dalley, Mary (Penny) & Max 
Houterman, John Shanahan, Fred & Doris Mordocco, Shirley 
Rait, Maria Camara, Maria Robson, Dick & Judy Poole, Kiani 
& Tasha, Emilio Canteli, Joseph, Mercedes & Teresa Artigas, 
Carlos Vivero, family & friends Artigas & Canteli families, Jess 
Harrison, Lenny Parisi, Kiani & Malik Hage, Salvatore 
D’Amico, Sarah Maria Robin, Domenico Guarnieri , Marina 
Beeby, Rosina Cimino, Melanie Reardon, John Kellert, John 
O’Neill,  Maria Amorin,  Mark & Joe Borg, Maureen Nuttal, 
Johanna Banaghan, Trent, Rosa Maria Santos, Nicole 
Camara, Sr Catherine Carroll, Val Crawford, June Lynch, Ida 
Gilio, Patsy O’Connor, Gladys Richardson, Baby Sebastian 
Valens, Mary Carroll, Steve Channon, Betty McGee 

Children’s Calendar 2022 
The St Bernadette’s Sunday School  
Children have prepared a beautiful  
Calendar for 2022 with original drawings  

on a theme of “Thank you God for: …..”  Calendars can be 
purchased for $5 at the Church Door after Mass, with all  
proceeds going to St Therese’s Orphanage Maubara, East 
Timor.  Special Thanks to Rosie Cullinane who co-ordinated 
the Project & designed the cover.  Thanks also to the Parish 
Office for printing support. 
 

Congratulations Message 
‘It’s nice to have so many little artists at  
St. Bernadette’s. The idea of printing a calendar by the 
Sunday School is a wonderful start. I am sure that the 
orphans in East Timor will benefit and appreciate your 
efforts. Three cheers for Rosie Cullinan who has done 
a perfect job.  Just remember what Mother Teresa said 
“ IT IS NOT HOW MUCH WE DO, BUT HOW MUCH 
LOVE WE PUT INTO WHAT WE DO” ‘  Lana 
 

Vatican Christmas Tree & Nativity 
Since 1982, during the tenure of Pope St John Paul II, 
the Vatican has erected a gloriously lit tree in  
St Peter’s Square. The 40th Christmas tree to light up 
the season in St. Peter’s Square is a 113 year old red 
fir tree from the northern Italian Trentino region, where 
it was chosen in line with the Vatican's policies for 
sustainability and respect for the environment. It also 
came complete with handmade wooden Christmas 
decorations.  The Nativity Scene this year has been 
donated to the Vatican by Peruvian authorities and 
pays tribute to an ancient Andean indigenous people 
and culture.  The Holy Father said: “No pandemic can 
turn off the light of Christmas” 


